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himself. It may be easy to comprehend the reasons
which caused delay, but not the absence of explana-
tion by one who could explain anything. Rosebery
felt it necessary to make himself clear on paper* He
wrote on December 6th and, more categorically, on
December 10th and 16th :

Confidential.                   HOME DEPARTMENT, December Qth91882.

** MY DEAR MR. GLADSTONE,

" While I am sincerely obliged to you for your frank
intimation of yesterday, it places me in a position of extreme
gravity, personally and officially.

" I need hardly say that I should never have connected
myself with what I must regard as a very imperfect system
of managing Scottish affairs, or indeed have surrendered
my liberty at all, had it not been for the paragraph in your
letter offering me the appointment:

" * I do not think that the arrangement would last very
long in its present form. There must be within the next
six months further manipulation of political affairs : and
with this there is the likelihood of development uncertain
as to time, but certain, and so more than a likelihood
except as to that element.'

"Your explanation of yesterday so completely removes
the meaning I had attached to this sentence that I am
compelled to view the situation altogether in a new light.

" Family reasons oblige me to hurry to Scotland to-night.
If I am able to leave my wife I will ask you to grant me an
interview on your return : if not, I must write what I have to
say. But I hope I may consider myself at liberty to consult
(in strict confidence ?and without mentioning any names but
yours and mine) one or two of my principal supporters in
Scotland, and to ask that permission is the main object of
this note.

" Believe me,,

" Yr. affy.,

" AR."

Confidential.    DALMENY PARK, EDINBURGH, December lOfft, 1882.

" MY DEAR MR. GLADSTONE,

" Many thanks for your kind letter.

" I have no difficulty in explaining what I meant. I under-
stood your communication on Tuesday to consist of two